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A BLACK HISTORY of HUNTINGTON and
THE FAIRFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD

But we didn’t know we were poor. Everybody
in the neighborhood had a garden. There were
fruit trees. We were never without food.
		

“

“

-Sandra Clements interview 2019

PROJECT GOALS
•

Collect oral histories to preserve and interpret
the voices and memories

•

Collect and preserve any documents, photographs,
diaries, yearbooks, newspapers, letters, meeting
minutes, programs, family trees and more

•

Assist individuals and families as they decide what
to preserve and how to preserve it for generations
to come

•

Publish a book (hard copy or electronic) detailing
the history of African Americans in Huntington in
an accessible, easy to understand format for ages
6 to 106

PROJECT HISTORY
“In 2017, while speaking with a co-worker
in the Special Collections Department of
the Marshall University Libraries, he shared
a collection of donated photographs. The
photos had been collected by Ms. Sandra
Clements and Dr. Delores Johnson. The
photos were of the people, places and
things in the Fairfield neighborhood of
Huntington, W.Va.
“Since learning about those photos, I
have been working on gathering and
preserving our collective history of the
African American experience in Huntington.
The foundations of this work includes the
photographs and other items collected by
Ms. Clements and Dr. Johnson as well as the
work of Dr. Cicero Fain III and others who
have diligently chronicled our history.”

